
 

 
 

 
 

 

Art of Inclusion Local Project at Bremen January 2017 

Line of Life – Line of Europe 

Realized Friedehorst Freizeithaus in preparation and during the Art of Inclusion International Mobility 

Jan. 2017, to be continued at various places 

Background of the project. The German artist Friedensreich Hunderwasser (… - …), later famous for 

colorful paintings and architecture raised an artistic scandal 1959 when he organized at Hamburg Art 

School a Student activity to cover walls and windows at this institution with a continuous line (called 

“Line of Hamburg”). As the institute director ordered to stop this, Hundertwasser resigned from his 

teacher position. The installation became quite famous and was re-enacted several times, last not 

least at Kunsthalle Bremen 2012 during a Hundertwasser exhibition “Against the Draw” / Gegen den 

Strich)  http://www.kunsthalle-bremen.de/ausstellungen/rueckblick/friedensreich-

hundertwasser/ausstellung-2/  

   

Hundertwasser 1959 at Hamburg in front of the line and a typical Hundertwasser Painting “Garden of 

the Happy Dead” 

German Report and video of the Bremen reenactment are seen here: http://www.kunsthalle-

bremen.de/ausstellungen/rueckblick/friedensreich-hundertwasser/die-linie-des-lebens/  

General Description.  

All line installation of this kind did not lead to long-term wall paintings but were enacted and shown 

only for several days or short times. In the combination of our partnership activities we chose the 

form of painting the lines on suitable papers. Various papers of this kind are partly painted with such 

lines during the international meeting by the assembled group members. Each group should take 

home paper with an unfinished line and should finish it with group members at home or with the 

cooperation of local stakeholders (board members, local politicians, local artists or sportspeople and 
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other VIPs) in events that might be published and disseminated via media.  Names of participants are 

secured in documentation. For this, new papers might be started where the line continues. On a later 

meeting all this papers should be brought together in a new installation, the lines are connected and 

the result presented to the public. 

Tools and Materials 

 

Paper in big (but transportable) format, suitable 
painting tools of various kinds 

 

Steps of Realization 

 

To symbolize the character of a house wall, in 

advance some “doors” and “windows” are 

painted or the paper is just covered with some 

“obstacles” of any form to give the line some 

liveliness. These white spaces might later be 

filled with color or small paintings or kept white. 

 

Starting from the down left corner a continuous 

line is drawn - different people using the same or 

different painting tools are working together, 

connecting each other’s line. 

The line might be led very creatively, but the 

idea is that no “pockets” are left and all 

obstacles are encircled by the continuous line, 

which might be quite difficult and requires some 

trials. It is recommendable to leave some free 

space at the paper edges. 

 

To secure a good connection between the 

papers, some of them should be started at the 

upper left corner, but if enough space is left 

around the paintings, connecting is possible in 

any combination 

 

Done like this, pictures might be combined and 

connected in various ways 

 Paintings might be left unfinished so that 

additions might be made from not-present 



persons / stakeholders at the local venues 

 

Evaluative Remarks and Observations.  

 

When planning and realizing this as “line of life” various discussions and reports about the “line of 

one’s life”, its continuity or broken character might be started. 

When people would like to cover a whole paper with their “own” line, they might do this provided 

they leave possibility of connection 

 

Dissemination / Publicity 

As re-enactment of a famous art project, it might be get some attention. 

Dr. Jürgen Stein, Project Coordinator at Diakonisches Werk Bremen 

www.diakonie-bremen.de stein@diakonie-bremen.de 
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